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Seas penetrate into the land area the increased range of temperature
from west to east is not so great as in areas removed from the inihiemv
of such bodies of water.

W. G. Kendrew in his excellent work, The Climates of the Conti-
nents, points out that these variations cause Kurope to be divided into
four natural temperature regions: "These are (i ) the northwest, with
mild winters and cool summers, (2) the northeast, with oilcl winters
and cool summers, (3) the southwest with mild winters and hot
summers, and (4) the southeast, with cold winters and hot summers."

PRECIPITATION

The same factors which caused the variations in temperature cause
variations in the amount and distribution of rainfall. In general
the amount of annual rainfall decreases from west to east due to
the fact that the winds from off the Atlantic lose their moisture
as they penetrate farther into the interior. Local relief also influences
the amount of rainfall. Highland areas which run in a north and
south direction cause a considerable difference in rainfall on their
two sides; thus Bergen on the western side of the Scandinavian high-
lands receives 73.1 inches annually, while Stockholm to the east of
these highlands receives only 19.0 inches.

TABLE 5

MEAN ANNUAL RAINFALL

Mean Annual
Place                                                  Rainfall (Inrlx'r;)

Valencia..................................           5<>, o

London...................................           25, \

Berlin....................................           22,9

Warszawa (Warsaw).......................           2^,3

Orenburg.................................           \^\

Areas, such as the Hungarian plain, which are surrounded by high-
lands have less rainfall than those which are not so protected, The
region lying just to the north of the Caspian Sen receives the least
rainfall. This area has the disadvantage not only of lynijy far to the
east but also of being low, much of it being actually below sea level
Astrakhan, with a rainfall of 5.9 inches per year, nmy he taken as
typical of this section. In summary, it may be said that the rainfall
of Europe diminishes from west to east, but that locally relief causes
considerable variations.

The seasonal distribution of rainfall also varievS in the different sec-
tions of the continent. The extreme northwest has a rainfall at all